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GARIFUNA NAMES

by Clifford J. Pafacio

The following is a list of suggested Garifuna names. The list is, by no means. complete. but the names
may be helptul to these whe wish to give their children Garituna names that will connect them with
Yurumein (St. Vineent) where thetr own roots and identity began. (1635-1797). Several forms of a

particular word may be used. Example: Nunigl. Banigi, Lanigi, Tanigi, Wanigi, Hanigi, etc.

NAME { TRANSLATION
I Ahari J Guardian Angel
*Anigi Heart J
L Ara Warnsth _ J
l Areida Kind J
[ Areyda [ Generous
I *Areini ” Generosity, Kindness
Arumani 1] (leanliness J
* Ariined | Captain ]
Asinu Jl January ]
Awadi H Health ]
l Awanda —H Ability to endure 1
l Avumahani ” Wish [
i Ayumurus J[ Praise l
r Ragamu " March ]
‘ Barana “ The sea ]
r Bartina " { have brought it |
r Beh I( You see (Diminutive of Balhina) —I
r Benefau ” State of been industrious
r Binadu J[ Aged; Tested
*Cada J[ Fach one
Chagua _In[ Complex _
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Hayumalian

Their wishes

JI_

T

Che |  Don'tdo it.
[ Chibana ] [ have purified it,
Darangilai N Peace, Tranquility
Darila lr ~ He has discovered it.
*Darina Eureka, I discovered it j
r Dartta JF She has discovered it. —l
] Dariwa J( [t has been discovered. 1
l Digana _]L I have removed it 7
[ Ebedimu JL July. 1
Emenig: JL Confidence. Hope, Reliance ‘I
*Emen i Confidence ]
*Emeri JL Path. Way, Course ‘I
Erei J Strength —I
I Eregu jL Force
Eyeri lL Man
[ Fe uj Information A_l
Fisiu Jr Duty J
[ Ganigi [L_ Having strong determination J
r Gan v Hurt, Pain _I
r Ciariyawa ! Spectacular
r Goubana IL Mahogany
r *Cudemeguy Jl Depressed. Pitifui J
r Cunfuli Jr Righteousness _ j
r Gulicha JT Tight embrace J
r Crumuna JL_ -_ ] completed the task. _]
B Giriina I 1 bit it |
r Giirana I I hitched it. )
( Gurasu Jr Patience: Pleasant disposition j
Hariche JF Their inalicnable rights _I
‘Hayuna JE Their ancestors _J
Hariine Jr Their captain or leader J
Haya J[ He or she smiles j
|
|

Héfe l - Completely cooked
Heliya 1 Where B
Hemen Jl_ Dependabihity
i
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| __ Hifume JI Radiant appearance ]
L Hivuruha ”j B Divining Spirit Helpers

Ibagari [ Life
Idaba L Heart of hearts
L [gundani JL Happiness
L Inebe JL Respect ]
L Trufugu IL Beautiful
*Isani 1 A child
[schei N: Fondness, preference or taste
L Isurs IL April j
[ Irichau J Dignity. prudence j
] *Irisin: ] Richcs ]
l ftara TL As is j
‘ ltaralz JE Let it be so ]
[ Igabur; IL Attitude 1
¥lgemen ”: Light: Enlightenment —,
*Iser; IL New, Novelty 7
Thuman: TF Fresh or flourishing condition j
lrufugu 7L Beauty j
Kariun TL Kindness, courtesy 1
Lacuts 'L Its suds: Foam —l
Larg jL fts heat
Lian I  His wife
Luburingin ] September
Luowenden —I lts adornment; Embellishment

Magadien

Beauty. Pleasing 10 appearance

Mele ] Not completely cooked
Merirthana ” February
Miranar —[L I have hit the mark.
Mitaras W[ 1t 1s not so.
r Muhe jl August

Nugundan

My happiness

Nafier I My faith

Nanig! H My heart; Love; Affection

Nirich: ][ My rights j

Neme ” My reliance —l
1
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L Neneye “ One who looks like me |
l Nibagari 1 My life
Nibase My niece 1
l Nibache { (/i form) j[ My nicce W
I Nibel: jl My facsimile —l
L Nirichu I My rights . I
*Nirism My riches or wealth
“Nisani I My child ]
Nising —IL My destiny 1
*Nisie:- TL My love or affection 1
Numa: B My buddy |
L Numad . ]’ My friend —l
Nutfer —“ My knowledge |
L FNuwani _]L My soul: Vital principle of life 1
Pantun 'L Pride l
[ Pusarz —IL Accommodations I
L Saminai “ Thoughts; Ideas j
L Saganz ]l [ have resolved the problem. l
L Sand: |L Saint: A virtuous person J
[ *Sara J He or she resurrected l
| Samg - ] Numerous; Plentiful I
L Semésn J! Tasty: Delicious
L Sereme:n ]L Thanks; It's fortunate.
L Sert: ;H Dear; Precious: Delightful J
Suame IL Admiration
Sirtige: IL May
St ]l Tribulations ]
Sumas lL Audacity ]
L Sunuta JI 1t has beeun lessened (reduced) —l
L Tulé |L Spread out J
L Tara IL Ite heat I
L Tula J Spread in many directions J
Upanu J News '
Ul | Sul or Spitit |
Ugundam IL iHappiness J
Ufeme: J[ Ambition J
[ " 1

http://www.harlem-ent.com/garinames.htm 1/16/2003



" " GARIFUNA NAMES

Page 5 of 6

| Uran ” October L J
I Uwams l ~ Wish, Desire J
Wabase Our niece
Wabache ((Md joran Ir Cur niece o
[ Wabeg: jl Our worth J
Wagia |l we l
Waguandarn j[ Cur happiness 1
Waraid jl June l
Warichs —” Our rights

Warisin jl Our riches or wealth J
r *Wasan 71 Our beloved offspring J
l *Wasinun jl Chur destiny J
L Wisien —” Our love or affection J
l Wariline 1‘ Onir captain or leader ‘l
l Waniady _]| Our mutual friend ,

L o Wafén 1| Ouwr knowledge

Wairign jl Proud, Haughty
) Warichs o ” Cur rights —l
[ *Wana TL tanc: Let me call. |
,j Wawan: ” Our Soul or spirit L j
Wendei ” Well-dressed condition j
Wihe —l[ Our facsimile j
L Winwan J[ Live, Lively - j
' Wahing 1[5 We are going to explore the idea l
Waricha H Char rights ]
Warita ”7 she has surmounted the obstacle. j

Warugumis ” A shining star

Webu 'l Our (spiritual) leader

r Whorune fL I have anointed it —,
[ Yabua H ~ovember j

Yunruguc:

Sutisfaction

T

i H NAMES

ADAPTED BY ThiE 8 20K CARIBS OF YURUMEIN
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Boyordel

-Dirang

Chatovar

Douere Baramont

Ladite

Broca

SaLe

Francois Laron

Saing faros

Anisette

..

Clemom

Bigout

Sfil’li"'}’:

Bauamont

Justin

Matthieu

lean Louis Daciuin

Ciadel Goibau

John Bapioe

tonen

Bovudan

i2u Valle

Bouchar

Dervba Babilliard

an
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