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PRELIMINARY SUKVEY OF ARCHEQLOGICAL REMAINS IN EASTERN CUBA
\ » ]
i By Theodoor de Booy.
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Fe The contents of the following paper are the results of
a prelfminéry survey of the Cape Maisi district of Cubs conducted by
the writer in the months of October and November 1914. It was not the
object of this trip to carry on extensive archeologicel exceavations or
to make égystematic exploration of the numerous caves with which this
region ab:unds: the nature of the work being more that of a reconnais-
sance to determine the best localities fqidﬁgfefgnSggggtiggi&fThis
later work was conducted by Mr.M.R.Herringtonyof the Museum of the
American Indiasn-Heye Foundation- when the writer found himself unable
to return to Cubs owing to & prolonged trip to the north coast of
Venezuels and tae island of Trinidad. Mr.Harrington's survey of this
eastern part of Cuba was succesful in the extreme,éso that the collect-
ions of the lmseum of the Americen Indian-Heye Foundation-from the

island number thousands of specimens, which will be described in detail,

the
when Mr.Harringgon publishes his emssmetise report on Gubexr archeology.
ot tastern (Cwba

While a certain amount of literature exists on the
archeology of Cuba and more especially on that of the esstern distrdct
of this Republic, the author is unaware of the existence of any
description of a typical Cuban kitchen-midden. As a matte; of fact,

{t is doubtful if heretofor any systematic excavations have been con=-
dueted in Cuba on a pre-Coluphian village-site: the preiseworthy ef-
forts of the Cuban anthropologist,Dr.Luiz Montané'having been more es-
pecially confined to anthropology and cave-explorations.The writer
believes, therefor, that a short report on certain kitchen~middens

encountered in the extreme eastern peninsula of Cuba--known as the

Maisi district--may be of interest to archeologists and to students
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of pra-Columbian remains in the Greater Antilles: more especially 80,
as the study of a Cuban village-csite enables one to draw comparisons
between this and those of the neighboring islands of Hayti and Jamaica.

Thanks to informstion given the writer by Dr.Iluiz Montan$,

Director of the Anthropological Museum of the University of Havana,
he decided in February 1914, while passing through the island of Cuba
on the way to Santo Domingo, to make & short visit to the region a-
round the village of Sabana. Figure 1. This district is the same as
that visited by Stewart Culin of the University of Pennsylvania Mu-

3
seum in 1901, vhose report_ deals fully with the various points of

T Culin. Stewart. "The Indians of Gaba". Bulletin of the Free lMuseum

of Science and Art. University of Pennsylvania.Philadelphia-Vol.III.
No.4. May 1902.

{nterest in this country but contains 1ittle of value to archeologists.
Proceeding from Santiago de Cuba by coastal steamer of the

Herrera Line to Baracoa, famous as the first Spanish settlement an the

island of Cubs, the writer thence travelled on horseback to Sabana, a

small pueblo on the high table-land near the mouth of the Yumuri River.

Figure 1. Eastern Part of Cube.
Thenks are due to Mr.A. Soler, the U.S.Consular Agent in Baracoea for
sssistance shown to the writer in many wayse, not only on his hurried
visit in February, but more especially for that given hir in October
and November 1914. Those who have travelled in Spanish-American countries

will know what it means to have someone help in the way of procuring
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guides, hiring horses etc. and the kind assistance of Mr.Soler was &
faotor which contributed not a little to the success of the two trips
made.

On the first trip, the suthor was fortunate in meeting in
Sabsne Mr.Casiano E. Lores, a coffee-planter of this district and a
friend of Dr. Montand &f Havana: Don Casiano also was of great assist-
ance to the author,and the Museum of the American Indisn-Heye Foundation

is indebted to him for the gift of various pre~-Columbian specirens.

In Sabana, the writer also met Mr. Antonio Rey, and it is
to this latter gentleman that the success of the archeoldgical survey
of eastern Cuba really is due. On the first trip, Mr.Rey accompanied
the suthor to various localities in order to collect specimens and on
the second trip not only made him a welcome guest in his home but
added to this innumerable other favors. The kind hospitality of Don
Antonio, his worthy wife Doﬁa Concha and his four children, not only
made the writer's stay in the Gran Tierra de Maya a pleasant one, but
their assistance served to make his sojourn most profitable from an
archeological point of view.

Enough specimens were collected on the hurried survey in
February to more than convince the author of the advisibility of re=-
turning to this part of Cuba for an extensive reconnaissance and as
a conseguence, the second trip was undertaken in October and November
1914. The writer's headquarters were én the plantation of Mr.Rey on
the Finca Sitges, situated in the Gran Tierra de Maysa, about 8 miles
S.S.We. from the Cape Maisi lighthouse in a direct line. It may be added
that the Gran Tierra de laya is named after the Mays River and is sit-

asted on a coral limestone plateau of extreme fertility soms 500 feet

above seslevel. The climate of this district is delightful and the

nights especially are very cool, with a commendable absence from mos-

juitoes and sandflies. The writer was here during the rainy season which
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was somewhat of & hindrance to archeological work and interfered with
several horseback trips. On the whole, however, it cannot be said that
the rains were a serious obstacle.

Almost daily trips were made to various points within & b
to 10 mile radius of the Finca Sitges and the writer, through purchase,
was able t0 collect a considerable number of specimens. While it is more
especially the purpose of this paper to treat upon the excavation of a
Cuban kitchen-midden, it may be well to state here that the entire
district around Cape lMaisi abounds with caveg, in numbers of which
aboriginal specimrens and skeletal remains can be found. Mr.Harringtonp,
who devoted & great desl of the tire spent by him in this region to
cave~-exploration, found what undoubtedly ean be classified among the
best specimens of Antillean workmanship, in these limestone grottoes and
shelters. And while the writer was in the distriet for too short a time
to be able to explore many of these, he was able to afterwards furnish
lr.Harrington with data, enabling the latter to save the time and labor
entailed by the preliminary explosations.

Unlike on other West India islands, the author was not
succesful in purchasing & large nmmber of petaloid celts. To his ménd
this was due more to the fact that the field-laborers in Cuba do not
entertain the same amount of superstitious awe for these stones as 4o
their neighbors on the other islands and do not trouble to notice them
or to pick them up when found on their plantations. That the Cuban
aboriginee used the same type of celt as the inhabitant of Jamaica and
Hayti can be proven by several specimens found in various collections:
in fact, the Cuban celt would appear to be of even better workmanship
than that from the other islends, if one cen judge from the a4 spe-

cimens in the Museum of the Americaen Indian-Heye Foundation-. The only

celts collected on the second trip were a fragmentary specimen found in -

s kitchen-midden and one or two specimens from Cape Maisi. Mr.Harrington
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