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t OO AT.TH GENOUS HISTORY OF PUERTO RICO
: >A.ﬁ§ @~QE€ AT 5 E!NDE L : el f the island of Boriken [renamcd Puerto Rico by the
THE T/ NO' g e Y "fhab‘t?—m-‘*o : P;\' dred years." This statement has been re-
- g o e dari i S‘QV:?‘J_ t:nitrli nZay su.rprise the general public to know
: 1 ek eated so often that most peopie Deueve it. st e
\AJERE' i Sl 2 "‘:f\at we the Taino are so extinct that we are orgamz.cd in New York (,l‘lty,clzn mjor:ia .
el i e gl 0. 8 burgh and Philédé!phia,'Pcnnsy!van':a, :n Phoenix, Arizena, in Los Angeles, .2 !

STELE : w1t 1ot Petersburg. ﬂonda and in Boriken.
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o 2 |l == .Taino women and men have served on the Board of Directors of the Indian Law

- by Bobby Gonzalez. * 4o ::Alliance and the New York Gity Americen Indian Commu.nity' House. A Taino'is tge
. (Reprinted by-permission ¢ 1. || -Chairman of the Board of Directors of the Indian Center in Pittsburgh. We have been
ofLatiAo:leage;Prcss 47 anessl Lactive in the Native American community for a number of ycars and are accepted as

- 7/168[18/94) 11 v =t oofl :Native Americans.-Why then are we considered extincl It began in the year 1492,
. the year of the encounter between the European and the Taino.

® e by 2 o e story of the rape of the Taino People and Taino Land is painful to recount.
LR Etan VY 00, S & AR S e g e

ibiirat f g 221 |- Those who were not butchered were enslaved. A mass suicide unprecedented in
SRR L Al B e : : Lk
S alm el !l ~world history transpired. Pcssibly thousands of our ancestors took their own iives

For further jnformation, contact.., .

|l . rather than live 2 slow death undar the ycke cf the invaders. Mothers killed their own
- children in orcer to spare them a life of misery.

¥ o+l 5. Yet 2 number of us survived. Scme of us fled to the Carib people of the Lesser
« 51w sl Antilles. They gave us refuge. Seme of us might have gone to Floridg where a contin-
et m.. =it | gentof Taino had already setiled 2meng the Calusa years before. Still others hid in the

o a1 | vmountains of the interior of the island of Boriken.
688 Courtlandt Ave:<<s oo flar o ; 98 . S8 ¢ :
Erome WY 30455, 50 e " "Historians szy that we were 2!l exterminated within fifty ycars of the arrival of
o L e S et ROR Qe - . 1
: i 3 the Spaniards in the Americas. Accerdingly, we should have disappeared by the year
St R S % D, (0 3 2 = -
S i 1542. The evidence to the centrary, hoveever, is overwhelming.
E "1 |n the lzte 1550s, the city of San Juzn v.as attacked and occupied by the English
e “Earl of Cumberiand. \When the Spaniards retock the city in 1599, they were

- The cficizl census of Puarto Rizo of 1759 stated that there were 2,300 Indians liv-
ing on the island. The census of 1€03 incicated that there v.ere no Indiansen the is-
' What heppened was that the government artitranly lransferr"@%h
s to the “pardo” cclumn in the pepulation count. The authoritics o longer
- .~ viished to reccgnize the Taino as a sepzrate racial entity. They simply considered
+ " us one of the pardo, the coloreds.

The United States invaded Boriken in 1895, During the following year the
. US. Pepartment cf War issued a2 "Report cn the Census of Puerto Rico, 1899."
The report contained the follcwing statement by a Captain W.S. Schuyler,
“While v/ork weas being done on the roads, | had occasion to watch crowds of
s 700 or 800 men gathered 2bout the pay tables at Las Marfas, La Vega and Ax-
SEe AdaT 0 asco. The frequency cf the aboriginal type wias very noticeable . . . At San Ger-

man | noticed 2 vwcman vhese color, hair, and features veere true Indian as seen
in the southwest of the United States.”

Lheodakien , There is nct cne gcvernment in the Caribbean vhich acknowledges that the
S ; : T e Sra ;
Sy Taino still exist &s a distinct cuftural grewp. To do so would open up a Pandora’s box,
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